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We’re proud to have 
Author Jackie French as 

our Patron- providing 
support and inspiration to 

Wombat enthusiasts and 
advocates of all ages. 

Thanks Jackie! 

 



 

 
WPSA’s Mission 

 
 

The Wombat Protection Society of Australia (WPSA) 
is a National Not for Profit Charitable Organisation which was formed to raise money to 
fund projects that provide wombats with immediate protection from harm, enhance the 
quality of life of individuals or groups of wombats and to fund projects which develop or 
maintain suitable habitat and/or sanctuaries for wombats. The Society also funds and 

supports research projects which meet these criteria. 
 

The WPSA aims to bring together people involved in wombat conservation and protection, 
maintain a data base of up to date research and information about wombats, and serve as 

a conduit for further research. 
 

The Society also educates government departments, the public and carers on the care and 
welfare of wombats and assists people act to overcome harm to wombats and their 

environments. 
The WPSA has presented two very successful National Wombat Conferences, the most 

recent in 2017. 
The WPSA has, since inception, considered mange, caused by the parasitic mite sarcoptes 

scabiei the major health issue impacting wombat welfare. The Society, through its’ 
members and by encouraging and supporting research and collaboration in the treatment 

and prevention of mange in both free range wombats and wombats in care, has 
successfully progressed attention and action around this issue. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GENEROSITY OF WPSA DONORS IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED 

Our bank details are: Westpac BSB 032691 Account 454437 Name: Wombat 
Protection Society 

 

A big thankyou to the following supporters of the 
WPSA 

__________ 

Donations 

 
Jeroen van Kernebeek                                  Bruno Dalan 

Warwick Anderson    Madeleine Moloney 

Mark Cheney     Michael Scott 

Julie Wyner     Penelope-Rose Floyd 

Mark Hillis     Mirella Alencar 

Ian Northcott     Mandy Gange 

Annette Murphy    Leigh Talati 

Michele Foster    Keith Morris 

Keith Morris     Geoff Wells 

Leona Kirkland    Melanie Bond 

Marie Crilley     Noela Yates 

Mark Cheney     Ute Kummer 

Anita Hobbs     Precisely PA Solutions 

Susanne Möhlmann    Patrick Kommerell 

William Carroll     Leona Kirkland 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Ilaria Principi     Leah Reid 

Laura Dunn     Catriona McLeod 

Lisa Kane     Josey Sharrad 

Renee Murray     Chanel Tattenbach 

Cathy Campbell    Richard Woodman 

Jane Crowther     Carol Welsh 

Cheryl Lechtanski    Lauren Faulkner 

Stefanie Soergel    Cathy Hatfield 

 

 

 

…………………… 
 
 

 

 
 



University of Western Sydney  
 
The Society continues to work with UWS to support research.   

1. Working with WomSAT to expand the reporting to include mange.  

2. Working with researches regarding: 

• Ticks on wombats,  
• Effects on wombat Warriors,  
• Roadkill,  
• Seasonal Nutrition and Sarcoptic mange in free-ranging Bare-Nosed wombats.  
• The diversity of the major histocompatibility complex class ii (mhcii) in wombats. 
• The effects of physiological stress and endoparasitic load on the incidence of  

sarcoptic mange in Bare-nosed wombats.  
 

 

                          Associate Professor Julie Old and students who presented at the symposium  

Mange Research – WPSA has appointed Western Sydney University to 
undertake a review on mange dosage. The survey is now underway, and Candice Skelton 
(Research Assistant) is now in the process of interviewing wildlife carers regarding protocols 
used to treat wombats for sarcoptic mange, specifically dosages of Cydectin, and number 
and length of time before additional treatments are provided. Survey results will be analysed 
and provided to  WPSA, in the form a report, with successful and unsuccessful treatment 
protocols for treating sarcoptic mange outlined. Depending on the outcome of the study, the 
research may also result in a scientific publication. 

The research includes the following: 

- design, conducting and analysis of the survey 
- obtaining the human ethics approval 

WPSA will suggest wombat/wildlife carers suitable to be approached and interviewed as part 
of the study and help in development of the survey questions to ensure the survey fulfils the 
requirements of the study to their satisfaction. 



 

National Mange Hub Symposium 

 
Attendance at the Symposium was overwhelming with mange treatments groups and 
individuals travelling from across NSW. Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia. The 
conveners of the symposium were approached by many attendees to say how they felt 
inspired, enthused and hopeful. Many learnt new techniques, expanded their existing 
knowledge and got ideas from others doing things differently. 
 
Representatives from the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
attended the symposium to see firsthand some of the work being undertaken by volunteers 
treating mange. 
  
A group has been formed to address the issue of “a more appropriate dose” to treat 
wombats “in field”.  Approval from the (APVMA) is required and entails detailed case studies 
and evidence that wombats can be treated and recover more quickly with a stronger dose.  
 
The Mange Symposium 2019 summary along with a ‘Symposium Return Form’ has been 
sent to all attendees highlighting issues raised and outcomes. (see below) 

Over the following months the WPSA website will be listing presentations given at the 
symposium along with observations and findings.   

 

  

                        WPSA Directors                                                 Attendees at the symposium 



Mange Symposium 2019 
A Message and plan until the next 

 

Thank you all firstly for putting your lives on hold for the time you did to attend, listen, 

question, contribute, educate yourselves, network and whatever else you did to make the 

symposium the success it was. The conveners of the symposium were approached by many 

attendees to say how they felt inspired, enthused and hopeful. So, many learnt new techniques, 

expanded their existing knowledge and got ideas from others doing things differently. 

 

We also appreciate those of you who let us know about those things which need to be 

addressed for the next Symposium. Those things included the acoustics, the advertising lead up 

(we were told a lot of people who would have wanted to attend didn’t hear the Symposium was 

on), the timing ( a number of people had family commitments due to Father’s Day and 

couldn’t attend) and we, the conveners felt the program was so tight that we had little time to 

quietly attend to attenders as individuals and hear their issues. There were also a few other 

responsibilities conveners had during the weekend that weren’t planned or predicted.  

 

The night groups didn’t seem to work for a lot of people, and there were a few different 

reasons for that. Too big, too undirected, and too much noise in the room where discussions 

occurred. Many felt they weren’t heard or interpreted their group to be discussing something 

that wasn’t relevant. ‘The bespoke treatment group’ was abandoned as no one wanted to join it.    

‘Towards the future’, envisaged to be a group looking at potential future technology merged 

with another and lost traction. The fact the groups were on the first night and hadn’t had the 

benefit of day two presentations was another factor. We hear what you actually needed was a 

third day which could have allowed you time and access to one another to talk and plan. 

 

So, although this message will later ask you to give your individual feedback and you may 

well bring up some more things to address. 

   

This is a brief coverage of what did get distilled and recommended by you and some 

strategies for pursuing the ‘More to Achieve’ in the interim before the next symposium runs. 

 

 



 

Caring for and connecting those involved in this work 

 

The conference secretary has your contact details, but we need your permission to share 

those with other attenders and we can’t do that until we have that permission.  

What has been suggested is we ask you to make up a page with a photo of yourself so 

others can recognize you and a write up of what you do or why you were involved. Shirley Lack 

attempted to get photos of all presenters and many of you but again we need your permission 

to use or publish those. Speaking of which, we need each of our presenters’ consent to put 

their presentations on site.  

Back to your input, if you cover an area treating mange, can you be as precise as you can 

about where you do this and what it is you do. That was another recommendation from you, 

you need to know who is doing what, where they are, so you don’t replicate work or get 

overwhelmed trying to do everything yourself.  

Can you also tell people whether you are happy to be contacted to field questions from 

members of the public, whether you feel you could talk to media and in general, your skills and 

limitations.  

We’d also like you to tell us how and where you think that information should be 

available. It could be on the WPSA website or an account with some type of social media may 

work as a means of ongoing communication before the next symposium. So again, let us know 

what would work for you or an alternative. 

On the night the groups ran we asked people to give their consent to have contact 

between those specific group members.  Kerstin Schweth and Richard Woodman volunteered 

to make up the database for group attenders and as permission has already been granted this 

will be sent to those involved quite soon. As you send in your pages, we can expand that data 

base to map where treatment programs exist and where they don’t, and it will be the future 

work of another committee to try and help develop capacity in areas uncovered for mange 

treatment. 

Some of the human welfare themes that came from the symposium were:  

We need a plan 

We need better communication 

We need our limitations understood and respected 

We need our skill set used when offered and appreciated when given 



 

Some of the wombat welfare themes that came from the symposium were: 

We need a monitoring system that is used by everyone Australia wide to count wombats, 

to record the incidence of mange and of roadkill and other threats. 

We need to broaden the existing “use permit” to include the active ingredient in 

Cydectin, which is moxidectin, rather than specifically Cydectin.  This would mean less 

expensive products containing the same amount of moxidectin can be used.  

We need a clinical overlay on the dosage recommendations to cover people treating 

severely manged wombats using more moxidectin. 

We need any new and emerging treatments and application methods trialed and 

communicated, and a system for monitoring and demonstrating efficacy agreed upon and 

centralized.  

 

So, towards a plan. Plans can be ‘top down’, like the one Jude O’Sullivan is developing or 

they can be ‘bottom up’, like the one Wombat Protection is developing. Ours begins with 

individual people involved with or caring for wombats and trying to deal with your needs and 

enable you to do what you do. The Wombat Protection Society is you, the collection of people 

who care and unless we care for you no ‘top down’ plan can work because you won’t be there 

to enact it. 

We are going to help one of Julie’s students, Alisha Westerberg, who we heard from on 

Saturday speaking about ‘Effects on Wombat Warriors’ to develop her survey of people 

involved in this work, and really try to nut out how your health and welfare can be supported.  

 

We want to determine what you need from the Society moving forward.  

However, in the meantime, there are some avenues of support being developed – Suzy 

Nethercott-Watson’s, Two Green Threads website provides valuable information and Suzy 

Nethercott-Watson and Julie Old who presented at the conference have offered to work with 

Jude O’Sullivan on the ‘top down’ plan.  

The interim role for the Society is to communicate with you about the “top down” plan, 

rather than be driving it. A lot of people are not happy with this position, they believe WPSA 

should be the umbrella specialist group developing and driving this work. We need to go back 

to the Society’s mandated goals and objectives which is you, the community of people 

concerned for wombats. We have to accept that not all of you have wanted to be or indeed are 



society members.  To speak for those who are also actively engaged in wombat work but not 

members or to be conscripted into a plan that does not mesh with WPSA ethics and aims has 

led to the decision for WPSA to opt out of being seen as initiating this plan. That is not to 

preempt the outcome of the report but to flag potential hazards. We will be putting Jude 

O’Sullivans’ report up on the website as we now have her consent to do so. If you want to have 

input, you can contact her directly. 

 

  A steering group has been formed to look at the current permit and move forward on 

making the alterations needed to it.  This group will convene as soon as the members Assoc. 

Professor Julie Old, Marie Wynan, Jenny Mattingley, Amanda Cox, Tony de la Fosse and 

Katja Gutwein are able to meet.  

It was wonderful to have the APVMA attend to help us all understand the issues with 

permits. So, we are moving forward with this task. 

 

         The need to have a one place recording system to really improve Wombat data is a big 

picture issue and really needs development. We know it is all very well to tell everyone to use 

WomSAT and in general people agree with the concept of a one stop data depository, but we 

also hear and recognise your individual issues with the multitude of practical issues that arise.  

To this end we began by following up on what some of you have told us regarding field 

use of WomSAT to monitor wombat roadkill. Two members kindly field trialed its use on 

their three-hundred-kilometer journey home. The summary of that was, they ended up back to 

pen and paper. They came up with the idea of a simple app that used taking a photo, 

recognizing that members of the public would have difficulty on occasion even working out 

whether the wombat was male or female, let alone whether it had mange.  

 

A few extra ideas for how information in and going to WomSAT might be managed to 

make it a more robust tool for wombat data collection were raised.  So, another steering group 

is being formed to look at how your “in field” knowledge could be used to make this system 

something that people WANT to use and CAN use.  

 

Within this group there will also be a subgroup specifically looking at how mange 

treatment programs could be recorded, understanding and trying to address a number of the 

issues of those people involved with off label or novel application methods. 

 



Symposium Return Form 

 

These are just ideas - please feel free to return your ‘response form’ in any way you want. 

• What worked for you and what didn’t? 

• What would you like built into the next symposium? 

• What groups, ideas, committees would you like to be involved in in the interim? 

(Don’t worry too much about specifics, we’ll get back to anyone wanting involvement to distill 

what you would like to offer, your limitations etc.) 

  

Steering Committees needing membership include: 

 

1.  Next Symposium (development team). 

2.  Interim Communication (how to maintain communication and momentum).  

3.  WomSAT and data collection, (general, observations, roadkill, other harm).  

4.  WomSAT and mange treatment (specific, how to record and protect recorders).  

5.  Use Permit (while the immediate issues re. Moxidectin will be pursued by the current            

team we envisage as more products are permitted or should be in the future, more work in this 

area may be needed).  

6.  Surveying mange treaters needs.  

7.  Identification of and publishing existing treatment programs and identifying where and       

how capacity needs development.  

8.  Members of public communication and advisory team. 

 

ALSO  

• If you presented, can we publish your presentation on site? Does it need re wording to 

make it a readable presentation?  

• Can we share your contact details with other attendees? 

• Can you write up your one page “this is who I am and what I do for mange” page and 

include a photo or give Shirley Lack permission to use the one she took? 

 

We value your response as it enables us to improve the welfare of wombats. 

………………………. 



 
 

‘Significant Suffering’: Experts Call for National Plan to Save 

Wombats from Mange - Australian Wildlife E-News 

Day in, day out, wildlife carers are fighting the scourge of mange across Australia. Giving up 
their time, and often their own money, they’ve taken on the burden of caring for these 
animals because of a lack of action by state and federal governments. 

Now there are calls for a national plan to tackle mange. In February, a national report on 
wombats and sarcoptic mange was submitted to the Senate committee on Australia’s faunal 
extinction crisis. The report provided a detailed look at the issue and the community’s 
concerns and proposed a plan for future work. Incoming Environment Minister The Hon. 
Sussan Ley has a clear opportunity to improve the situation for wombats and for their carers 
– if she makes it a priority. 

 

Wombat Game Hunting in Victoria 

This practice hit the headlines a few weeks ago and caused an outcry of shock and 
disbelief by many people. High-rolling tourists are being invited to hunt and kill 
wombats at a luxury resort. This practice has been taking place in the Shire of 
Murrindindi one of the parishes where wombats can be culled without a permit.  

WPSA have been lobbying Victorian MP’s since the beginning of this year regarding 
this outdate legislation in Victoria that allows wombats to be culled in 193 parishes 
without a permit.  This featured in our last bulletin and WPSA continues to push for 
this to be changed.  If you want to show your anger and outrage the WPSA website 
has a letter of support that can be download and sent to local MP’s. 

 

More on Wombat Shootings       
Michael Dahlstrom from Yahoo News Australia gives a detailed report on the frustration and 
heartache faced by many wildlife carers.   

https://au.news.yahoo.com/open-season-for-wombats-carer-considers-giving-up-054632330.html 

 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/open-season-for-wombats-carer-considers-giving-up-054632330.html


Senate Enquiry 

Submission to Parliamentary Enquiry into Faunal Extinction Crisis  

Fauna Extinction 

Enquiry .docx  
 

 

 

WPSA AGM held on 15th September 2019  

As WPSA has directors in other States as well as scattered across N.S.W. the need to 
communicate clearly is vital. Currently, this is done via Telstra phone conferencing which is 
proving to be difficult with 8 people trying to communicate. It has been decided to increase 
meetings so all issues regarding our wombats can be addressed and it has been decided to 
try a new approach using ZOOM communication which is free.  Hopefully this new 
technology will make a difference .  

 

Website                                   

Our new Website is now up and running so check it out. Renee our web designer has made 
it easy to navigate and we think you will like the stories and articles. Let us know if there is 
other information you would like included?  Thank you again Renee for such a fantastic job.  

Renee also designed our new Logo.  



Treating Mange in the Central West District 

As a result of the recent mange symposium and ideas that resulted, WPSA is holding an 
informal lunch time meeting to share those ideas with members of the Central West branch 
of WIRES and others interested in treating mange.  

When: Saturday 12th October’19. 
Time:  11 ish 
Where: “Wicketty Waters”, 267 Wicketty War Road, Hampton. NSW 
RSVP  6359 3175.   

 
 

 

Mange treatment undertaken by local groups across NSW 

 

LAOKO (Looking After our Kosciusko Orphans) meeting 

It was good to get everyone together on Saturday to discuss how LAOKO can meet the 
increasing demand for help with mange affected wombats. 

Thanks to Marie Wynan, a director of the Wombat Protection Society who gave an overview 
of the best practice / process / dose rates for treating wombats with mange and the research 
that is being done by a number of universities. 

As WPSA is working with the APVMA to develop a more appropriate dose rate of Cydectin 
to treat wombats with mange, LAOKO was advised not to advertise / publish the brand of 
cattle pour-on or the higher dose rates at this stage.  Except to let people know that the dose 
rate is higher than recommended for cattle or deer.  Wombats with mange are suffering a 
heavy infestation, have thicker skin, a different metabolism, the chemical gets shaken off 
and research / anecdotal evidence shows this dose rate is working with no adverse effects 
recorded.  

Public awareness of mange in the region has grown due to the impact of the regular 
Facebook posts on the LAOKO Facebook page and other community notice boards. The 
demand has significantly increased due to this increased awareness - with over 25 wombats 
reported to LAOKO through FB and community notice boards and also directly to the 
Emergency phone in the last month. 

………………… 

 

 



Correspondence. 

WPSA has been busy answering ongoing enquiries 

 

 

 

Thank you  to the many people contacting WPSA in relation to Wombats- we endeavour to 
respond individually or alternatively refer these enquiries to the appropriate local Wildlife 

Organisation. 

 

• Once more there are the misplaced wombats that find themselves under people’s 
houses. This always seems to be worse in the colder wet months when burrows get 
flooded and a wombat finds itself needing somewhere warm and dry to hang out. 
Have you ever thought about setting up a light and turning on a radio under the 
house once the wombat has left for the night? This should be a deterrent when it 
decides to return. You might have to keep it up for a few nights until the wombat gets 
the message.   

• We’ve also had enquiries from overseas from people interested in joining the WPSA. 
It’s great to know so many people are fascinated by our wombats.  

• We also had an enquiry from a European foreign correspondent wanting to report 
about the problem’s faced by wombats suffering from mange. The report was for 
German speaking media covering how severe the problem is, the effects it has on 
wombats, how successful the treatment is, what needs to be done/changed and if 
there is any government support? It’s interesting that the plight of wombats with 
mange is reaching the other side of the world but our own government don’t seem to 
be aware of the problem.   

• The Society continue to have people requesting workshops.  

• WPSA have received ongoing enquiries and concern regarding wombats with mange 
and how they can be helped. It is encouraging that more and more people are keen 
to be involved in treating these wombats.  WPSA will continue to support groups and 
individuals in this undertaking. 

• We received a message from the Wildlife Carers Network Central West Inc (Mudgee) 
wanting to know if they could join the Society as a group?  How do we feel about this?  
What do they need to do? 

It was decided it would be difficult for group membership to be incorporated into our 
current system. However, WPSA is here to support all wombat carer groups and the 
society news and activities will be available on our website.  



 

• An enquiry has been received regarding support to lobby local regional council to erect 
Wombat Crossing warning signs after a wombat was killed near the Rocky Waterhole 
bridge, Mudgee. So far requests for signage to be erected have been met with 
resistance. Local council do not believe these are necessary as widlife is abundant in the 
area and people should drive accordingly. They also stated the use of warning signage 
should be kept to a minimum as over use of warning signage tends to lead to disrespect 
for signs in general.  

• Concern was also brought up regarding road kill on Mulgoa Road into Wallacia as 
another wildlife corridor that needs warning signage.  

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

Wollombi Valley Landcare Group Mange Awareness and Treatment 
Program  

Slow Down for Wildlife signs on private land funded by landowner 

 

The Wollombi Valley Landcare Group Mange Awareness and Treatment Program have 
initiated the construction of these signs in conjunction with landowners. This may be a better 
and quicker way to instruct drivers to slow down and take care in areas that are known to be 

high risk.  

 

 

 



Twins 

Shirley received twin wombat joeys into care recently. They were rescued by a member of 
the public who contacted Wildlife Rescue South Coast. The adult wombat had been hit by a 
car and was in the throes of dying. When the member of public removed her from the road, 
he saw a baby starting to crawl out of the pouch, he gave the baby to his wife and noticed 
another baby crawling out. He thought it was normal that wombats gave birth to twins. When 
the rescuer arrived, she discovered two babies (a male 250 grams and a female 230 grams). 
The joeys were unharmed and given to Shirley for care.  Shirley decided to name them Pride 
(the boy) & Joy (the girl).  

Shirley says the twins are growing like mushrooms and even starting to get some hair. She 
is still doing night feeds but hopes to drop the 2am feed soon.  

Pride is 1150 grams and Joy is just over kilo. Pride has always been bigger, drinks more, 
and is very relaxed but Shirley’s noticed that if he is woken or is looking for his bottle, he can 
be a bit of a bully, and can give Joy a hard time jumping on her back and biting her ear. 
Shirley says he needs to be watched as Joy is a nervy little girl and just likes to snuggle up 
with her twin. Well done Shirley, it certainly needs dedication to see these little ones thrive.  

                                         

      

 

 



A timely reminder at springtime 
This article was conveyed by Lyn Obern - Wisdom Wombat Refuge. 

 

Just thought I would relate this unfortunate incident, so it doesn’t happen again.  

If you have a veggie patch and you decide to net it with nylon netting, please either peg it out 
so it is taught and tightly anchored to stakes, or better still please don’t net it at all if on 
ground level.  

Two days ago, I collected a small Joey wombat from a property in a dreadful state. The call 
came from a very distressed community member, who had seen this young joey following 
his mum around her property daily. During the night he became tangled in the nylon netting 
whilst mum looked on helpless.  

In the morning when discovered he had desperately tried to disentangle himself but had just 
wound himself tighter. His left forearm had deep lacerations all around its shoulder which 
was almost out of the socket from pulling. His throat and mouth were full of nylon balls where 
he had tried to chew through the tightening rope that was choking him around his neck. This 
caused asphyxiation and led to brain damage. A truly dreadful death.  

The property owner has now destroyed the netting. Please think about wildlife when using 
netting. Tree nets over fruit trees need to be tightly fitted to stop similar things occurring with 
birds and bats.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5 wildlife friends catch up for lunch in Wollombi café, Audrey, Shirley, Debbie, Kate, 
& Jodi 

I bet wombats were high on the agenda.  

 

 

 

 

……………………………….. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


