
Wombat Tunnel Under a Fence: A Solution to Damaged Fences

Wombats will burrow under fences and create holes that are then used by other animals.  Blocking 
a hole serves as only a short term solution as the Wombat will usually dig another hole next to the 
blocked hole and will continue to do this after subsequent holes are blocked.

The holes made by Wombats under our fences are then used by Kangaroos, Wallabies and feral 
Goats to get onto the property.  A common recommended solution has been the construction of a 
heavy flap gate at the site of the hole in the fence that only Wombats should be able to use. I have 
looked at several designs for these heavy gates and they may be more effective for preventing 
Wallabies and Kangaroos from moving through a fence, but I think that goats would be able to use 
them.

I thought that another approach may be worth trialing and decided to build a tunnel for the 
Wombats at the site of their hole through the fence and then to monitor the tunnel with a wildlife 
motion detection camera to see if the Wombats would use the tunnel rather than dig another hole.

The tunnel proved to be very successful and was used only by the Wombats.  Several other 
mammals attempted to use the tunnel but could not.  We now have 4 tunnels around our fence 
where Wombats had previously made holes.  The first evidence that they were being used were 
Wombat droppings at the entrances to the tunnels, possible due to disputed ownership.  Use of the 
tunnels was confirmed by the motion camera and since their construction I have had far fewer 
goats getting onto the property.

The materials and a photo of the tunnel are shown below:

Materials:  1.5 m length of poly drainage pipe of 30 cm diameter (can be 45 cm if needed)
2 m length of 30 cm wide chicken wire netting
2 star pickets
Fencing wire
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The two star pickets were used to secure the poly pipe by fitting them between the external ribbing 
on the pipe and running some fencing wire between the pickets over the top of the pipe.  This 
prevents the pipe from both sliding and lifting.  If the pipe has a smooth surface on the inside, 
especially if the pipe is on a slight slope you will need to line the inside bottom of the pipe with 
wire mesh so that the surface is not too slippery for foot traction while moving through the tunnel.  
The wire mesh was cut so that it was slightly longer than the pipe so that it could be folded back 
under the pipe and secured between the external ribs near each end with fencing wire.

The 1.5 m length was chosen to make sure that only low animals that could walk through that 
length could use the pipe tunnel.  This gave me 4 convenient lengths from a 6 m length of pipe.  
The pipe diameter was selected to be 30 cm as small kid Goats would probably be able to use the 
next size up at 45 cm.  Our Wombats were a reasonable size and were able to use the 30 cm 
diameter pipe.  You would probably need the larger size if your Wombats are very large.

The photos below show 2 different Wombats (different markings could be used to distinguish them 
in other photos).  Despite their large size they seemed to have no trouble using the tunnel.
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Fox and small Pigs would also be able to use the tunnel but despite 2 months and about 800 
photos no evidence was found of either animal using the tunnels.  A Fox can easily scale a fence 
and would not generally dig a hole to get under a fence.  Pigs can do considerable damage to 
fences so perhaps it would be better if Pigs would also use the tunnels to move through the 
landscape.

My main concern was to ensure that goats could not use the holes created by the Wombats before 
the tunnels were installed.  At the hole where the first tunnel was set-up, 8 Goats of various ages 
had passed under the fence one after the other where a Wombat had already passed.

Wallabies did attempt to use the tunnels but were not successful.  In the photos below a Wallaby 
was seen to attempt to enter the tunnel and then give up. 
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