
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU RESCUE 
AN ORPHANED WOMBAT

There may be the rare occasion where you have to care for 
a joey for a period of time before being able to pass it on to 
a registered carer. It is advisable that you contact a rescue 
group in this situation and get support and advice for the 
period you are caring for the joey. Anyone who cares for 
animals tends to fall in love with joeys; they are helpless, 
dependent and very affectionate. But they are a major 
commitment. Young need up to eight feeds a day and older 
wombats need appropriate housing and access to the 
territory in which they will later be released. Do not make 
the mistake of going it alone. 

Joeys coming into care following a botched attempt by 
untrained people usually die. They need special milk, special 
teats and a special replacement for colostrum which, in 
marsupials, is supplied continuously unlike other mammals. 
Those involved in vehicle collisions often need treatment 
for wounds and bruising which may not be noticed by an 
untrained eye. Joeys are equivalent to premature babies 
when furless (pinkies) and require specialised care. 

All carers undertake extensive training and also learn by 
experience and the experience of other carers. If you are 
ready to make this sort of commitment, then join a wildlife 
carers group and get training and support needed to care 
for wombats successfully. Stress is the biggest killer of 
wildlife and the joey has already been through major trauma 
losing its mother.

For every story of someone who has raised a joey using 
‘luck’, there are ten stories of dehydrated, underfed, immune 
deficient joeys who are handed over when the carer realises 
they are ill. Sadly, for many, it is too late. If you care, give 
them the best chance and hand them over to a professional.

If you are interested in becoming a licensed carer, please 
contact the Wombat Protection Society and we will be 
happy to assist you: info@wombatprotection.org.au

Pinkie wombat showing signs of 
bruising from road trauma. 

Injuries could be the sign of something 
more serious. An experienced carer or 
vet will be able to assess.

After a well intentioned rescue, this 
little wombat nearly didn’t make it due 
to lack of knowledge in care.


