
DID YOU KNOW…

WOMBATS HAVE SQUARE POOS

To find out why wombats have square poos read this very 
informative article published in The Guardian.

Why wombats poo is square:
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2018/nov/18/
scientists-unravel-secret-of-cube-shaped-wombat-faeces

BABY WOMBATS ARE CALLED JOEYS

A wombat joey spends the first 6 months of life safe and 
snug in mum’s pouch. The next 3 – 4 months are spent in 
and out of the pouch. Initially this will occur in the safety of 
the burrow where the joey will climb over mum playing and 
staying within easy reach of mum’s pouch. 

Gradually as the joey grows and becomes more confident 
(around 3kg) it becomes too large and heavy for mum to 
carry. 

The next stage is called being “at heel”. This is when the 
joey is most vulnerable. The joey always needs to stay close 
to mum to keep safe and so she can warn of any dangers. 
Mum and joey wombats communicate with a soft huff-huff 
letting each other know where they are. Danger is usually 
signalled by a loud harsh screech. 

Wombat joeys stay at heel until they are around 16 - 18 
months of age by which time they have learnt wombat 
behaviour and the lay of the land.



WOMBATS HAVE A TAIL

A wombat’s tail is furless and only a couple of centimetres 
long. It doesn’t really serve any purpose and is not visible as 
it is hidden in their course fur. It’s really only seen when the 
wombat is lying on its back or upside down.

A WOMBAT’S RUMP IS MADE  
OF CARTILAGE 

The rump of the wombat is made of cartilage covered by a 
very tough, thick skin? This makes it nearly impossible for a 
predator to bite it from behind. So, if threatened, it runs to its 
burrow and uses its tough cartilage-filled bum to block the 
hole. 

With its butt blocking the entrance and the rest of its body 
safely inside the burrow, the wombat just waits out the 
attack. 

This amazing rear is unique in the animal world (zoologists 
call it a ‘dermal shield’). The wombat is also capable of 
crushing attackers against the roof of the burrow using this 
exceptional defence.



WOMBATS CAN RUN UP TO  
40KM PER HOUR

Wombats with their little short legs and stocky build are able 
to run at speeds up to 40km/hr over a short distance? 

WOMBATS COME IN MANY COLOURS 

The Bare Nosed wombat has quite coarse hair and varies 
from glossy black, chocolate brown, grey-brown, dark grey, 
silver-grey, sandy and cream. In southern Victoria, there is 
a small colony of ash-white wombats and albino wombats 
have been reported, as well.



WOMBATS DO NOT BREED  
LIKE RABBITS

This is a common myth that needs to be quashed. 

The reproductive habits of the common wombat are not 
conducive to a thriving species since the female can breed 
only once every two years. Each successful breeding to a 
female wombat results in a single joey that is born after just 
twenty to thirty days gestation. After being born the small 
underdeveloped joey crawls in to its mother’s pouch where 
it develops for an additional five months. The joey is not fully 
weaned from its mother’s milk until it is around a year old 
and it will not become independent until it is 18 months old. 

This myth has many authorities falsely believing our 
wombats will continue to thrive and multiply. Although 
Australian native wildlife is protected under the “Wildlife Act” 
this is not the case for wombats in many areas throughout 
Victoria where they are unprotected. This legislation needs 
to change and is something the Wombat Protection Society 
is actively pursuing. 

With the occurrence of mange (which is a death sentence 
if not treated), loss of habitat due to urban sprawl, road kill, 
culling and environmental factors, such as extreme weather 
conditions our wombats are facing an uncertain future.

WOMBATS ONLY EAT PLANTS

A wombat’s diet is composed entirely of plant material. 
Its main food is native grasses, but shrubs, roots, sedges, 
bark and herbs are also eaten, while moss seems to be a 
delicacy. 

At times of food shortage, they may dig up sections of 
dead grass to get at the roots. When feeding, the front feet 
of wombats are surprisingly dexterous -- they can pick up 
vegetation with one foot and ‘hand’ it to the mouth! 
In summer when grass is often hard to find hand reared 
wombats are sometimes fed special grass pellets and hay.


