
CHANGING ATTITUDES IN FORESTRY

Back in 2014 the Wombat Protection Society of Australia (WPSA) worked tirelessly 
marking out approximately 150 burrows in the Glenbog State Forest, so that 
loggers could avoid the burrows. This task was ungraciously met with the state 
government owned Forestry Corporation burying the wombats alive, despite a 
deal with wildlife groups to protect the animals.

Marie and Ray Wynan, who run a wildlife sanctuary at a neighbouring property, 
said contractors ignored the special conditions, discovering nine collapsed and 
blocked burrows soon after logging began.

‘‘The wombats have not been able to dig themselves out. They have died,’’ said 
Ms Wynan, director of the Wombat Protection Society, who photographed the 
devastation.

Since then, Marie and the WPSA have been working to develop guidelines and 
protocols to assist the Forestry Corporation of NSW in identifying and protecting 
wombat burrows in the Glenbog State Forest area.

WPSA has spent considerable time with the Forestry Corporation inspecting 
wombat burrows in areas to be logged. With the logging completed in another 
section of Glenbog State Forest, burrows were now protected with one dump 
point and one road moved due to the presence of wombat burrows.



The burrows were marked by the Forestry with locations entered into their data 
system. At the time the logging was completed, small pockets of land remained 
around the burrows leaving them undisturbed – a fantastic outcome for the 
welfare of bare nose wombats! 

Through the perseverance and education of WPSA, attitudes are still changing. 
The agreement with the Forestry Corporation of NSW covered the Northern 
section of Glenbog State Forest however, the Forestry Corporation have 
extended their burrow marking and protection to other sections around Eden  
and wherever they see wombat burrows. 

If you would like to read the 2014 article The Sydney Morning Herald reported, 
relating to the wombats being buried, please refer to this link: 

https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/wombats-buried-alive-by-
logging-company-20140808-10251m.html


