
WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND AN INJURED 
WOMBAT ON THE ROADSIDE

Most people come across injured wombats after they have 
been bit by a car.

In all states there are rescue organisations and carers who 
are registered with the relevant state authority. It is illegal to 
keep a wombat without a permit from the relevant authority. 
Veterinarians, Australia wide, are mandated to assist injured 
wombats and usually provide their treatment free of charge. 
In addition, veterinarians are a good source of knowledge 
regarding local organisations and appropriate carers.

Motor Vehicle Accidents
Wombat joeys can live for many days in their mother’s 
pouch after she is killed. If you are involved in a motor 
vehicle accident with a wombat it is unlikely that the adult 
will survive but the joey is very often protected inside its 
mother’s pouch.  

It is irresponsible to leave an injured animal without 
providing help. It is also cruel and unethical not to stop and 
check whether the wombat has died or needs assistance or 
if there is a viable joey in the pouch.

Wombats do not respond like domestic animals to the sound 
of cars. They use smell as their primary sense, their eyesight 
is poor, and this leaves them susceptible to being hit on our 
roads. Always drive with caution at dusk and dawn.

Do not leave a dead or injured wombat on the road.  
If you hit a wombat, stop your vehicle and put on the hazard 
lights to ensure you don’t cause further accidents. If the 
wombat is still on the road use its front legs to turn it on its 
side or back and pull it off the road, this will avoid further 
injures should there be a live joey in the pouch. Please 
remember, a roadside carcass could attract other animals 
which may also be hit and killed or can cause harm to other 
motorists. Therefore, it is very important to remove any dead 
or injured animal from the road.

It is an offence to leave an injured animal on the road 
without seeking assistance. In all cases call an animal rescue 
organisation first and seek their advice. Police will attend if 
an animal is injured and needs to be euthanised.

This wombat should not have been 
killed on this straight stretch of road.



When reporting an injured wombat note where the accident 
occurred, write down all details (signposts, last town, road 
markings, nearby houses etc.) This information will make it 
easier for the wombat to be located and should be given to 
the rescue organisation as soon as possible.

Rendering assistance to an injured wombat
Assess the situation when you and the wombat are at a 
safe distance from the roadside. Put the wombat on its side 
or back and check if there is a bulge or any obvious signs 
of a joey in the pouch. The pouch is found in the stomach 
towards the back legs and will be quite visible. If the pouch 
is empty and a long teat protrudes, this indicates the 
wombat had a joey at foot and still suckling. You must notify 
a rescue organisation so they can attempt to find the joey. 
An at heel, suckling joey will not survive on its own. 

If the wombat is dead, there is little you can do. Pull 
the animal as far from the roadside as possible. Rescue 
organisations often spray such animals with paint, so they 
know the animal has been checked. If the wombat is an 
adult and still alive, the best course of action is to cover 
it with a blanket or cloth and keep it as quiet and dark as 
possible. Call a rescue organisation and remain with the 
animal until a rescuer reaches you. However, if you need 
to leave the animal make sure you take details of exactly 
where the animal is. You can set your vehicle’s meter and 
write down distance or tie a plastic bag or similar to a 
nearby tree/post for the rescuer. Good directions can mean 
the difference between life and death. 

What to do if you find a joey in the pouch of  
a deceased wombat
Make sure the wombat is dead. A joey can be gently 
removed, but preferably get a rescue organization involved. 
If the joey is furless the mother’s teat may expand in the 
joey’s mouth. Do not force or yank the teat as you may 
damage the joey’s mouth and jaw. Do not attempt to remove 
the joey if the mother is still alive. If you need to transport 
the injured wombat make sure she is on her side or back. 
Rolled up towels or similar can be used to stop the wombat 
from moving during transport. 

Often when a wombat mother is killed by a vehicle, some 
time elapses before she is found. As the gas expands in her 
dead body, the pouch tightens and removing the joey may 
also involve cutting the pouch. Slip your hand into the pouch 
covering the joey to avoid it being hurt.

The mother’s pouch is quite visible.

Pinkie wombat in pouch and still 
attached to the teat. Great care needs to 
be taken when removing from the pouch.



Pinkies, furless young, are quite viable and many a fat, 
healthy, adult has resulted from a pinkie rescued after its 
mother has died. Even joey’s as small as matchboxes have 
sometimes been saved. 

Once the joey is removed from the pouch, wrap it in 
something warm. Human body temperature is good for 
young wombats, particularly if the joey has been out 
overnight and is cold. Place the wrapped joey down 
your front or place it in your lap. If it’s extremely cold try 
stimulating it by rubbing gently through the wrap, (this can 
help circulation). Don’t poke, prod, check or keep fiddling 
with the animal. It needs to be left alone and kept warm, 
dark and quiet. Get help immediately and do not try to feed 
the joey anything. The wrong formula and force feeding can 
cause irreparable damage.

Animal rescue organisations
If you have rescued a joey or have an injured wombat 
please call an animal rescue organisation. These groups  
are very co-operative and will contact one another to  
ensure an injured wombat is rescued and receives the 
correct treatment. Veterinarians throughout Australia will 
also assist but the animal will need to be taken to them. 
They are may only be available during operating hours. 

If the adult is alive or if you cannot remove the joey and 
assistance is unavailable, you may need to transport the 
wombat. Adult wombats can be very heavy and you may 
need help to place or roll it onto a blanket. Cover the 
wombat’s head before moving, this may help to settle the 
wombat and minimise handling. A rescue organisation will 
give you much needed advice. 

Remember if an adult wombat is alive and needs to be 
euthanised, the police can also assist but only if you cannot 
get in touch with a rescue group.

Please refer to our website for an animal rescue 
organisation near you: https://icosahedron-icosahedron-
zfe6.squarespace.com/rescue-contacts

This little wombat was near death 
suffering malnutrition, dehydration 
and a fungal infection. After a well 
intentioned rescue by a member of 
the public, children had been allowed 
to play with her for a few days as it 
was school holidays. Luckily, she was 
eventually handed to a registered 
carer and survived.


